Ability Privilege an underexplored concept
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o ; e _ 'I; e T Eco-ableism: Enabling and disabling the ecosystem [16,19]
- able 1 Frequency count for white privilege, race privilege, male privilege and ability privilege . ..
IntrOd UCtlon using Google and Google scholar, the New York Times and the Canadian Newsstand database Currently, there are tWO_ maln. schools of thought pe.rtalnlng t.o
White [1-5], male[6;7] and race privilege[8;9] is discussed as a White privilege Race privilege/ | Male privilege/ | Ability the human-nature relationship. The anthropocentric school is
i i privilege human-centred in its interpretation of the relationship
Sonce_pt for some time. Pegqgy M,clntosh_ stz_ited in 1989, Goo 370,000 33500 550,000 7370 ; : i A G
to bring materials from Women’s Studies into the rest of the [y 18 300 2180 12.900 o6 etween humans and nature. Anthropocentrism teaches tha
curriculum, | have often noticed men’s unwillingness to grant| Scholar nature is there for the needs and uses of humans. This
that they are over-privileged, even though they may grant i\lgT 1851- | 974 19 706 0 behaviour could be labeled as disabling for nature. In ability
. . Oda o . .
that women are disadvantaged. They may say they will work gy 258 20 763 5 privilege terms an anthropocentric view of human-nature
to improve women’s status, in the society, the university, or | Newsstand relationship is unwilling to give up the ability privilege of using
the curriculum, but they can’t or won’t support the idea of 1980-today nature for one’s goals. Even if one might recognizes that there
lessening men’s.” {1] are problems one is not willing to give up the privilege.

Ability privilege is so far a mostly unexplored concept (see Ability privilege and disabled Therefore, proposed anthropocentric. rem.edies.t.o ecological
table 1); a concept useful for disability advocacy and problems do not often attempt to relinquish ability

scholarship and other discourses. people expectations. The ability privilege benchmarked by humans is

preserved by modifying nature.
Indeed the term disablism as used in the disability studies field

Ability expectations and Ableism and the disabled people rights movement reflects the COnCI USiOn

sentiment of Mclntosh that men are not willing to give up The concept of ability privilege can be used in an inter-, trans-
privileges. In this case so called non-disabled people are not  _ 4 intra- disciplinarily way to generate policies and advance
willing to give up their ability privileges linked to their the relationship between so called disabled and non-disabled
normative body abilities . This lack of willingness is evident in oeople, between humans in general and between humans and

legal terms such as ‘reasonable accommodation, undue : : e . : .
because their body linked abilities do not fit the cultural preference for hfrdship' -nd others their enwronmen.t. The_ Igns of ability privilege is one e§sent|al
species-typical normative ability functioning [12-14]. ' aspect for analysing existing and future cultural dynamics of

However, ableism is a much broader phenomenon. Tra NS h uman |zed ve rSiO N Of vz.arious ability expecjcations and it Fan become a seed for new
Every individual, household, community, group, sector, region, and country discourses, perspectives and paradigms.

cherishes and promotes numerous abilities and often these ability a b| I |ty p riVi | ege
expectations morph into forms of ableism where one not only desires or
expects certain abilities but one perceives a given ability as essential [15].
What abilities one favours and what ableisms one exhibits impacts how

The field of disability studies and disabled people activists were the first to
look at the cultural dynamics of ability preferences, coining the term
ableism [10] as a cultural concept in the process. The term ableism allowed
for highlighting the negative treatment [11] disabled people experience

We see the appearance of a form of ableism that perceives the
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1.MclIntosh, P. White privilege: Unpacking the invisible knapsack. Peace and Freedom 1989, 49

- If h - - d b th h I t t essential : According tO Humanity+ (formerly the World (ZJUIg\Cv'Al\rl:\g)J K.; Miller, D. L. White Guilt: Its Antecedents and Consequences for Attitudes Toward
one perCEIveS onese ) OW one IS perCEIVe y O erS, OWwW one reiates to Transhumanist ASSOCiatiOn), transhumanism iSI ”The Affirmative Action. Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 1999, 25 (4), 500-514.

3.Pinterits, E. J.; Poteat, V. P.; Spanierman, L. B. The White Privilege Attitudes Scale: Development and

. : thili initial validation. Journal of Counseling Psychology 2009, 56 (3), 417.
IntEIIECtuaI and CU|tura| movement that afflrms the pOSSIblllty 4.Schaumberg, R. L.; Lowery, B. S. Obama and the denial of White privilege. 2010.

and desira b|||ty Qf fu nda menta”y improving the human 5.Mindrup, R. M.; Spray, B. J.; Lamberghini-West, A. White Privilege and Multicultural Counseling

Competence: The Influence of Field of Study, Sex, and Racial/Ethnic Exposure. Journal of Ethnic &

condition through applied reason, especially by developing and Cu/wral Diversity in Social Work 2011, 20(1), 20-38.

6.Case, K. A. Raising male privilege awareness and reducing sexism: an evaluation of diversity

. . - ' mi I courses. PSYCHOL WOMEN Q 2007, 37 (4), 426-435.
maklng Wldely avallable tEChnOk)gles to EIImlnate aging and to 7. McIntosh, P. White privilege and male privilege. Privilege. A reader 2003, 147-160.

other species, and it also impacts human-nature relationships[16].

Ability Privilege
Given the description of white privilege and male privilege we submit that
there is also an ability privilege present in society and that ability privilege

greaﬂy enhance human inte”ectual’ phySiCaL and 8.Neville, H. A.; Worthington, R. L.; Spanierman, L. B. Race, power, and multicultural counseling
. . .« . .1 .« . . . psychology: Understanding white privilege and color-blind racial attitudes. 2001.
MIFrors Whlte and Other prIVIlegeS. Ablllty prl\“lege 2 I seselies based on pSyChOIOgical ca pacities" [17] 9. Holland, N. J. "I Sent You a Duck": A Heideggerian Rethinking of Race and Gender Privilege.

Amercan Philosophy Association Newsletter 2008, 7 (2), 2-5.

I ' 10 Various Encyclopedia of Disability; Sage Publisher: Newbury Park, CA, 2006.
The term mOrphOIOglcal frEEdOm was COInEd by Sandberg tO 11.Miller, P.; Parker, S.; Gillinson, S. Disablism How to tackle the last prejudice; DEMOS: 04. Available

) g N il online: (accessed on 12th February 2012).
Support dhn ones rlght to mOdIfy OnESEIf. [18] The ablllty 12.Fiona A.K.Campbell Inciting Legal Fictions: 'Disability's' Date with Ontology and the Ableist Body of

privilege is evident by recognizing that morphological freedom the Law. Criffith Law Review 2001, 10(1), 42.

13. Carlson, L. Cognitive Ableism and Disability Studies: Feminist Reflections on the History of Mental

the reality that one has certain advantages if one exhibits certain abilities
and that one is unwilling to give up this advantage. The processes of
disablism could be conceptualized within a framework of ability privilege
where people are not willing to give up their ability privileges. Policies and

IS a negative right. In the future people who gain ability NEIERERN, (el AV, (o), 120=186, . o .
. . ¥ . . 14.0verboe, J. Vitalism: Subjectivity Exceeding Racism, Sexism, and (Psychiatric) Ableism. Wagadu. A
procedures can then be examined in terms of what ablllty 1S belng priviieges through access to beyond Species_typical ablllty Journal of Transnational Women's and Gender Studies 2007, 4 (2), 23-34.
privileged and What Criteria are Used to JUStlfy the deCiSiOn 15r.]W|oIbring, G. Exg%ndzing ,(A‘I;Ieism: Taking down the Ghettoization of Impact of Disability Studies
) . " " 1cti " 1 I Scholars. Societies 2012, 2 (3), 75-83.
enabling bodily assistive devices may redefine normative i o e ogy News 2012, Sept. 14.
privilege, thUS Creating and necessitating pO|Icy Challenges 17 World Transhumanist Association The Transhumanist FAQ - A General Introduction - Version 2.1.

World Transhumanist Association Webpage 2003.Available online:
(accessed on 23rd September 201 2).
18 Anders Sandberg . Morphological Freedom -- Why We not just Want it, but Need it. 2001.

I * I Soclal Sciences and Humanities Consell de recherches en C Il*l 19 8.Wolbring, G. Ableism and energy security and insecurity. Studies in Ethics, Law, and Technology
| Research Council of Canada sciences humaines du Canada d11ddd 201V, 2 () il 3.


mailto:gwolbrin@ucalgary.ca
mailto:grbrdasee@yahoo.ca
mailto:ehutcheon@ucalgary.ca
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/disablism.pdf
http://humanityplus.org/learn/philosophy/faq
http://www.nada.kth.se/~asa/Texts/MorphologicalFreedom.htm
http://www.nada.kth.se/~asa/Texts/MorphologicalFreedom.htm

